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Gender
influences
ICU care,
study says

Women less likely tobe

admitted, more likelytodie o=

MARCA
CanWest News Service
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MARCARET MUNRO
CanWest News Service

Older women with heart failure and other crit-
ical conditions receive less life supportand die in
mnmbuxﬁmmmmmmm.

mad:mnhngmw(‘anadunsmdy

Thls Was most

women over 50, whowue32pamnlesh'lely
than men to be admitted to ICUs. They were
alsonmepercemleslikdythanmmmmoaw
mechanical ventilation to assist breathing, and
cent Jess likely to receive pulmonary artery

to monitor hearts.

They were also more to die.

“Among older patients, being female was asso- -

cated with a 20-per-cent increased risk of death
in ICU, an eight-per-cent increased risk of death
mhoq:alamln ~cent increased risk of death
OVeT Gne YeRt, n%samhlmd’nhhd
at almost 500, patients admitted to 13

Ontario hospitals over two years. :
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“You can’t deny there are differences,” says
Dr. Robert Fowler, a critical-care doctor at Suns
nyhookMSdumOamnndam
at the University of Toronto, whobeadcdthé

study.

The mbepubushedmmeDecAhme
oftheCanadlanMedansodanonJound is
being hel¢tlhtt|;(:;l:“ctlye::r“d evidence omdiu
paritiesin Care;

Dr. Ariene Bierman of the U of T describes
dxffuummdathnmbetmoldam

patients who had been admitted to hos.

pital “where it is assumed that care is delivered
strictly on the basis of need.” But the study, she
says, “demonstrates that the sex of the patient
influences not the care he or she receives in
ICU, but also he or she is admirted to ICU
in the first place.”

latest evidence of gender-related differences in
women are not as likely as men to be admitted

to hospital after arriving at emergency depart-
ments with heart , are less likely thad
men to receive i cmdiacdeﬁlxillﬂn.

and are at increased risk of receiving potentially
: o T
See ICUs / A2

Alberta

Education



* Female knee surgery patients face gender
bias.

* Men twice as likely to be offered access to
replacement option, study finds.

« Ontario Study
« Edmonton Journal
 March 11, 2008



 Women would be wrong to trust their doctors to treat
their chronic knee pain as seriously as they would a
man’s, new undercover Canadian research suggests.

* In a unique, covert experiment dubbed “Operation
Knee,” one male and one female “mystery” patient
with arthritis of the knee were sent to 67 family doctors

and orthopedic surgeons in Ontario to ask, “Doctor, do
| need a new knee?”
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 Overall, the male patient was twice as likely as the female
to be recommended for total knee replacement.

* Among orthopedic surgeons only, the man was nine
times more likely than the woman to be recommended for
a new knee joint.
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* They're also less likely to receive kidney dialysis, a
kidney transplant or to undergo cardiac catheterization
to unblock clogged coronary arteries.

« Another Ontario study published in 2000 found that,
compared to men, women have more arthritis of the
hip or knee, worse symptoms and greater disability.
But women are three times less likely to be offered
joint replacement than men.
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 But past opinion surveys by some of the same
researchers found that more than 93 per cent of family
doctors and orthopedic surgeons say a patient’'s
gender has no bearing whatsoever on their decision to
recommend or perform joint replacement.

* The Toronto team wondered, are doctors saying one
thing and doing another?

* Acknowledging a gender bias exists, “is the first step
toward ensuring that women receive complete and

equal access to total joint arthroplasty,” the
researchers write in today’s CMAJ.
e EEEEE—
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Teacher bias that | have observed i1s most insidious
not In the tests themselves, but in the conflation of

when translating
test performance into marks for the report card.

Doug Reeves
November 18, 2007
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Students (disproportionately minority qgirls In my
research) receive higher letter grades for lower actual
achievement, because of their quiet, compliant, and
respectful attitude. | will note, parenthetically, that I'm all
In favor of quiet, compliant, and respectful behavior
among teenagers — | just wish that we would not call
these characteristics “algebra” or “physics”.  Other
students (disproportionately boys) receive lower letter
grades for higher actual achievement, because of
disorganization and oppositional behavior. Every time |
ask teachers if they can think of students who make A’s
or B's on tests, yet receive D’s or F’s in the class, almost
every hand goes up. These educators — nice people no
doubt — do not seem to realize that they are admitting
clear _evidence that their homework assignments are
irrelevant and theirgrading-policies are corrupt.
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| ask audiences how their community would react if, in
the course of a school athletic contest, three officials on
the field of play simultaneously rendered three different
rulings on a play. They readily agree that parents and
students would be on their feet screaming, “That’s not
fairl” And so they would, because In activities we
value, such as school sports, we expect fairness and
consistency. It's only in the classroom where that
value is rarely expected.
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Redefining Alberta’s Education System in the
1980’s

« Within three years of the abolishing of Grade 12
Departmental Examinations concern was voiced over
conditions that were perceived to have developed in the
education system. These included:

» School systems needed to be more accountable for
their performance to taxpayers



Redefining Alberta’s Education System in the
1980’s continued

 Students entering post-secondary institutions were not
as well-prepared as before

* The school system was not challenging the most gifted
students to do their best
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Redefining Alberta’s Education System in the
1980’s continued

In response to the proposals the following were
announced in 1980:

Achievement Testing Program for Grades 3, 6, and 9.

would be administered in each of
these grades on a rotating basis in the four core
subjects of social studies, English language arts,
science and mathematics. Grade 3 would only be in
social studies and English language arts.
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Redefining Alberta’s Education System in the
1980’s continued

Grade 12 Achievement Tests are introduced.

A system of comprehensive tests for certifying academic
achievement for high school graduates were introduced.
Due to misunderstanding of this initiative a new position
paper was circulated that called for the return of
compulsory Grade 12 examinations.
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Redefining Alberta’s Education System in the
1980’s continued

After meeting with all major education stakeholders it was

agreed that compulsory diploma examinations were to be
iIntroduced and the

. This was announced on
May 31, 1983.
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Alberta Assessment Changes - 1990’s

1994-Achievement Testing Program expanded to have
tests offered in each of the testing areas Instead
of on a rotational basis.

1996-Diploma examinations expanded with the addition
of exams In Social Studies 33, Mathematics 33 and
Science 30.



Alberta Assessment Changes - 2000’s

2001 - Achievement over-time Initiative and the
Introduction of anchor tests.

“The key purpose of the introduction and use of anchor
tests is to ensure that students writing diploma
examinations at different times in the school year and
across school years are being

Evidence from the anchor tests will serve as reference
to determine whether “differences” in examination
results are due to examination difficulty or to actual
performance changes.” (Alberta Education, Letter to
Superintendents of Schools, September 28,2001, p. 1)



Average reading score

PISA 2000 - (OECD) - Students Aged 15

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in reading literacy
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* Confidence intervals are used because relatively small samples of students are assessed.
The study was designed with an overall OECD average of 500 and standard deviation of 100.
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Average mathematics score

PISA 2000 - (OECD) - Students Aged 15

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in mathematics
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Average science score

PISA 2000 - (OECD) - Students Aged 15

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries

Alberta ranks high in science
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* Confidence intervals are used because relatively small samples of students are assessed.
The study was designed with an overall OECD average of 500 and standard deviation of 100.
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PISA 2003 - Students Aged 15 - Reading Literacy

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in reading literacy

Average Reading Literacy Score
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* Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.
The overall OECD average score for the PISA 2003 reading test is 494.



PISA 2003 - Students Aged 15 - Mathematics

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in mathematics

Average Mathematics Score
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Alberta results with confidence interval extended across the chart.
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* Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.
The average score for the OECD countries as a whole is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.



PISA 2003 - Students Aged 15 - Science

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in science

Average Science Score
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550

S

525

nlﬁII]:l:
Ontanio ]
Quebec I
Finland
Japan
Hong Kgng - Chima 1]
KIEE
Canada [0
[ |

g 3 H cE 88
SUDEEHHE-SEE 5 T85555 HHH
g823.3BL ¢ ¢ fZiiiziiEcoi-HHRHR
£33s° =473 g 22§53 1 3is25EsF.° HHEH
4?5 e -:.‘g“a [ lg w :’n_n-ﬂmﬂ'cc-gch-1n__u
g EER = TR R 0
8 = z & i EEEE%_Eéng
450 = 23 I . 10 -8
@ u . = =
425 £” ”‘HHHE
25 -w
-""\-H__ EEEE
400 "K A-.reragg zi?fdanc;; N % é E H_E
AN Score Inter'u'al o E g H H
o @ =E_0
375 - TE

350

325

* Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.
The average score for the OECD countries as a whole is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.



PISA 2003 - Students Aged 15 - Problem Solving

Alberta results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Alberta ranks high in problem solving

Average Problem Solving Score
575

Alberta results with confidence interval extended across the chart.
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* Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.
The average score for the OECD countries as a whole is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.
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PROGRESS IN INTERNATIONAL READING LITERACY STUDY (PIRLS) 2006
Alberta Results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
Grade 4 Average Reading Score

Albertaresults with confidence interval extended acorss the chart
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*Differences in average scores are statistically significant when the confidence intervals do not overlap.

The average score for PIRLS is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.
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PISA 2006 - Students Aged 15 - Reading
Alberta Results in relation to other provinces and participating countries
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*Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.

The average score for the OECD countries as a whole is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.
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PISA 2006 - Students Aged 15 - Mathematics
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PISA 2006 - Students Aged 15 - Science
Alberta Results in relation to other provinces and participating countries

Average Science Score

Alberta results with confidence interval extended acorss the chart
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*Differences in average scores are not statistically significant when the confidence intervals overlap.

The average score for the OECD countries as a whole is 500 with a standard deviation of 100.

Education

Alberta



teachers giving quite a lot or a great deal of weight to
improvement over the year or term in assigning student grades

New Brunswick (F)
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teachers giving quite a lot or a great deal of weight to
class attendance in assigning student grades

New Brunswick (F)
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Manitoba (F)
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Northwest Territories

Yukon [IEREA

Nova Scotia (E)
New Brunswick (E)

Prince Edward Island
Quebec (E)

Ontario (E)
Saskatchewan JEEEA

Newfoundland & Labrador
British Columbia
Manitoba (E)
Alberta [ 6%




I students with average math mark of /0% or more

Prince Edward Island | — 700, e 57%
Ontario (E) NG 750, e 54%

Manitoba (F) I 73% @ 64%

Nova Scotia (F) [N 73% @ 60%

Saskatchewan [ T 73% @ 57%

New Brunswick (E) |G — 730, @ 53%
New Brunswick (F) G 719, @ 55%,
Ontario (F) I = 70% & 56%
Nova Scotia (E) G - 70% e 53%

Canada |G 00, ¢ 539

Quebec “:} L _________________________________________m 67% e n/a

Newfoundland & Labrador [N T - 66% ® 549
Quebec ['E} = 66% @ n/a

Manitoba (E) [ NG 55% @ 53%
British Columbia _: 63% e 45%

Alberta [ 0% @ 44%

Nunavut [ — = 600/ o 40%
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McGill admits Ontario applicants require higher marks to
get in: Grade inflation

By: Sarah Schmidt

National Post April 22, 2004 Pg. A4

OTTAWA — Montreal’s McGill University has become the
first in Canada to insist applicants from Ontario have higher
marks than their peers from other provinces to earn
admission.



Universities have long wrestled with concerns over grade inflation,
particularly at Ontario high schools, always concluding there was no
fair way to measure or account for it in the admissions process. But
pressure has been mounting to address the issue because demand for
post-secondary education is outpacing growth in the system, and
entrance requirements are rising as a result.

McGill is alerting high school guidance counselors across Canada that
minimum grades required for admission have been higher for Ontario
students than applicants from the rest of Canada. The system has
been in place for a few years, but McGill has just recently begun
publicizing the information.

Alberta

Education



“They’re not equal,” Kim Bartlett, McGill’s director of admissions, said
of high school grades across Canada’s education systems. “What
we’re trying to do is to get the best students from every applicant pool
and get students about the same caliber from every applicant pool.”

Last fall, it meant Ontario applicants needed at least an average
in their last year of high school to earn admission to McGill’s science
program.

Other Canadian high school students needed at least an average
In Grade 12.

Copyright 2007 ProQuest Information & Learning Co. All rights
reserved.
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School Scores on Achievement Tests
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School Scores on Achievement Tests

considerably. Achievement tests
establish a common standard

School awarded marks can vary I I I I I3?% A/B
1l
across the province.
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Percentages

Figure 1: NB francophone average school marks and
average provincial exam marks

100
S0
60

[ —_ ___..

e = -

W
. il il

———y a — .
—a— N e . e e v

— —

40

20

2 3 4 5 6 7 &8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
School number

—=— Average school marks - math —— Average provincial exam marks - math

Alberta

Education



Percentages

Figure 2: NB francophone grade inflation and average
provincial exam mark - math
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School Mark (% above/below)
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Diploma Examination Results

School Mark Compared to Diploma Exam Mark

English 30-1 and 30-2
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School Mark (% above/below)

Diploma Examination Results

School Mark Compared to Diploma Exam Mark

Math: Pure and Applied
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Diploma Examination Results
School Mark Compared to Diploma Exam Mark

Science: Biology and Chemistry
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School Mark (% above/below)

Diploma Examination Results

School Mark Compared to Diploma Exam Mark
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School Mark (% above/below)

Diploma Examination Results
School Mark Compared to Diploma Exam Mark
Social Studies 30 and 33
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Provincial Mark Distribution - Funded (CEU)
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Diploma Examination Third Read Summary 2006 - 2007
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==(== English 30-1 25.7 23.9 25.4 24.9
=@= English 30-2 12.1 14.2 15.4 13.0
='w= Social Studies 30 12.6 10.5 12.1 10.4
=== Social Studies 33 12.4 13.2 12.8 13.5
=@= French Language Arts 30 21.5 15.2 18.1 13.8
@ Biology 30 4.0 3.1 2.7 2.4
== Chemistry 30 10.0 11.8 3.6 8.5
*= Physics 30 4.1 49 3.8 3.8
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As bad as tests are the alternatives strike me as even
worse.

For example, grades, grades are just notoriously poor
Indicators to compare Kid A to Kid B when you are Iin
different schools and different classrooms.

Those just aren’t very
good indicators.

Alberta

Education



Diploma exam awerage mark minus school
awarded average mark - jurisdictions
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Count of marks awarded - LA stream 1
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Diploma exam average mark minus school
awarded average mark - jurisdictions
Pure Math 30
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Count of marks awarded in Pure Math
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Comparison of Percentages Meeting Standards Between Local Marking and Centralized Marking
Grade 3 Language Arts Achievement Test 2003 - 2007
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Comparison of Percentages Meeting Standards Between Local Marking and Centralized Marking
Grade 6 Language Arts Achievement Test 2003 - 2007
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Percent Meeting Standards
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Comparison of Percentages Meeting Standards Between Local Marking and Centralized Marking
Grade 9 Language Arts Achievement Test 2003 - 2007
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