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Basque Ministry of Education:
http://www.hezkuntza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r43-2722/en

Basque Institute for Reasearch and Evaluation in Education:
http://www.isei-ivei.net
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Basque Country
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Politically divided into
three different
Administrations: (Two in
Spain, one in France)
*Autonomous
Community of the
Basque Country
*Navarre

*French Basque Country



The Autonomous Community of
the Basque Country

Euskadi-Basque Country

Surface 7.234 Km? m& s s ol

Inhabitants 2.124.846 hab. wm)?&;ﬂ“ "

Density 293,7 inhabit/km? Z/j l PARIS
PAiSAsco

Official Languages Basque and Spanish

MADRID

Capital Vitoria-Gasteiz




The Basgue Language

Two families of languages,
the Uralic and the Indo-
European, are to be found in
Europe, but Basque is not
genetically linked to either,
lacking ties to family or
origin.

Today, Basque is a lesser-
used language in the Basque
territories.

But the Basque Education
System is a powerful tool to
spread the knowledge of the
language.

The Basque language in the
Education System today:
more than the 90% of the
students enrolled in Basque
Immersion Programmes

B Spanish

Immersion

B Basque
Immersion

B Basque Middle




Education: Main features

Full responsibility in Education.
330.000 students (2005) (except university levels)

Multilingual:

— Official languages: Basque and Spanish (mainly Basque
Immersion)

— Main foreign language: English (starting at the age of 4)

Preschool: %100 of the students at school at the age of
3, 90% at 2.

45% of the curriculum decided in the Basque Country
Compulsory Education: 6 to 16 years old.
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Secondary Compulsory
Education

Primary Education

Infant Education
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The Basque education System guarantees the
provision of compulsory education free of
charge from ages 6 to 16. It is a bilingual
system in Basque and Spanish, the two official
languages.

Education is structured on three levels:
Primary (up to age 12), Secondary (up to 16)
and Further Education/ Vocational Training,
extending subsequently to university,
polytechnic and higher vocational training
college studies. In December 2002 a decree
was passed regulating early-learning canters
for children up to the age of 3.

There are four universities in the Basque
Country, with a total of 28 faculties or colleges,
3 higher technical colleges and 11 university
colleges. The publicly-run University of the
Basque Country (EHU-UPV) provides higher
education in a range of areas, including
Medicine, Science, Fine Arts, Journalism,
Economics and Industrial Engineering.
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PARTICIPATION IN
INTERNATIONAL ASSESSMENTS

PISA 2003, MATHS-COMPARISON

Chart 1: Average Score in Maths among 15 vear-old students in some Italian and European
Regions
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Abburra.L “PISA 2003, The skills of teenagers in european regions”. IRES 2006




THE BASQUE EDUCATION
SYSTEM IN PISA 2003

« QOur achievement s, In

most subjects, on the P ek
mean of the OECD.
« The Basque Education |
System is equitable, . T R
but lacks excellence &l o m, |t o Ty
 Scientific literacy, 5o % P
degree of excellence
and male student e
performance are just e s » o ——
some of the aspects to  “r———— =
be improved in the

Basque Education
System



SOCIO ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDENTS-
PISA 2003 INDEX

Canada 0,5
Finland 0,2
Germany 0,2
OCDE 0,0
Basque Country -0,1
Ireland -0,1
Italy -0,1
Greece -0,2
Spain -0,3




CHAPTER 1: INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN MATHEM ATICS TIMSS2003
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PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS AT
THE DIFFERENT LEVELS OF
ACHIEVEMENT IN TIMSS 2003

Hgura 3. Porcentaje de alumnado en los niveles de TIMSS 2003
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Grafica 2. Finalizacion de la Secundaria Post-Obligatoria. UE. Afio 2005
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PERCENTAGE OF
STUDENTS FINISHING
POST-COMPULSORY
SECONDARY
EDUCATION 2005

BASQUE COUNTRY: 80.4

SPAIN: 61.3



Grafica 7. Participacion en el aprendizaje permanente. UE. Afo 2005
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PARTICIPATION IN
LIFELONG LEARNING 2005

BASQUE COUNTRY: 15.1

SPAIN: 12.1



Grafica 9. Abandono escolar prematuro. UE. Ao 2005
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EARLY SCHOOL LEAVERS
RATE 2005

BASQUE COUNTRY: 13.9

SPAIN: 30.8



Grafica 5. Graduados en Ciencia y Tecnologia. UE. Aho 2003
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MATEMATICS, SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY
GRADUATES 2005

BASQUE COUNTRY: 25.3

SPAIN: 12.6
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KEY COMPETENCIES:
Total PERCENTAGE OF
Alemanta 22,3 STUDENTS AT THE
Austria 20,7
Beélgica 17.9 LEVEL 1 OR BELOW OF
Dinamarca 16,5 READING IN PISA 2003
Espana 21,1
Euskadi 17,1 BASQUE COUNTRY: 17.1
Finlandia 5.7
Francia 17,5 )
e 753 SPAIN: 21.1
Holanda 11,5
Hungria 20,5
Ilanda 11,0
ltalia 23,9
Luxemburgo 22,7
Media OCDE 19,0
Polonia 16,8
Portugal 21,9
Reino Unido 14,9
Republica Checa 19,3
Republica Eslovaca 24,9
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13,3




